Edison Elementary

5801 Main Avenue

Bow W.A. 98232

March, 25, 2007

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington DC 20500

Dear Mr. President, 

Thank you for granting me the opportunity to tell you what I know about earthquakes. Earthquakes are dangerous and could occur at any time, so it is very important to know about them.  I will address your questions in the following paragraphs.

The first question you asked was where the most recent earthquakes are occurring and if they are more likely to occur in certain locations. There are some recent earthquakes that were either small or medium but there were a couple of large ones too, like the one in Vanuatu with a magnitude of 7.2 and the one off the coast of Honshu with a magnitude of 6.7. Earthquakes occur at plate boundaries because they are mostly caused when plates slide past each other, but no one can really tell when an earthquake will strike.

Your second question was whether or not people could determine which parts of the world were most prone to earthquakes. Probably the place that is most prone to them is the Ring of Fire. The Ring of Fire is what people call the Pacific Ocean’s coast because a lot of earthquakes and volcano eruptions happen there.

The third question you wanted to know the answer to was if there was a connection between volcanoes and earthquakes. Earthquakes are related to volcanoes because they are both along the plate boundaries. Also, they are both made by the Earth’s Tectonic plates. For example earthquakes transpire when the tectonic plates slide past one another and Volcanoes form when two plates collide.

Your fourth and last question was what was causing the earthquakes. Where earthquakes come from may seem like a complicated matter but in actuality it is not that hard to understand. Earth’s crust is divided into many sections that are called tectonic plates. These plates are always on the move and they often come in contact with one another, forming earthquakes and other features of our world, like mountains and volcanoes.

Thank for asking me your important questions. I was more then happy to answer them. If you need answers to anymore questions. Feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Shannon H
