Larkin H                                                                                              March 25, 2007

Edison School

5801 Main Avenue

Bow, WA 98232

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

Thank you, for choosing me to research what you would like to know about earthquakes. In the following paragraphs, I will answer the question you have addressed to me.

Your first question was where the most recent earthquakes are occurring and if they are more likely to occur in certain areas. To answer the first part of the question, recent earthquakes have been occurring around Indonesia, the coast of eastern Russia, Alaska, the Fiji Islands, Turkey, Italy, the western coast of Mexico, the Mid Atlantic Ridge, and the western coast of South America. Earthquakes are more likely to occur at plate boundaries and around faults.

Question two was whether or not there is any way to determine which parts of the world are most prone to them. The answer is yes. Most earthquakes are found on plate boundaries and around faults. This is where most earthquakes take place, but there may still be plates that we have not discovered, so an earthquake could happen just about anywhere.

The third question you asked me was if there is a relationship between earthquakes and volcanoes. Volcanoes and earthquakes both occur at plate boundaries. Also when a plate subducts, magma is formed and magma also comes out of volcanoes. Finally, an earthquake is the cause of plates releasing stress and a volcano is another way for the earth to relieve stress.

The finally question you asked me was what is causing earthquakes. As you many know from reading this letter, earthquakes are caused by moving plates. Plates move to release stress. 

Thank you letting me tell you about the results of my research on earthquakes. If you need any more information, feel free to contact me.

Sincerely, 

Larkin H
Lead Scientist at the United States Geological Survey
