Annie B

President of the United States

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington D.C.

Dear Mr. President,
 I’ve been asked why earthquakes happen where they do. Well I’m the head scientist at the USGS and have been tracking earthquakes for the past few weeks. Doing this tracking has led me to some interesting conclusions. Last, these conclusions are exactly what this letter is about.
Where do the most recent earthquakes happen? They happen in or around the Ring of Fire. Also they happen on plate boundaries. For instance the most earthquakes happened in Japan, Indonesia, and Tonga. Next, some earthquakes tended to happen on islands or places that have faults. That means that earthquakes are most likely to occur there again.
What areas are most prone to earthquakes? Areas around the Ring of Fire are mostly prone to earthquakes. Then the places with large faults or lots of smaller faults are prone to more earthquakes than other places. Finally, places with subduction zones are prone to earthquakes too.
What’s the cause? Well the cause is volcanoes. When they are formed there is a chance that there will be an earthquake. Also where there are a lot of earthquakes there’s probably a few volcanoes. Though why doesn’t Hawaii have a lot of earthquakes? They may have a lot of volcanoes, but they don’t have many faults unlike the mainland and the San Andreas Fault.

So I’ve told you why earthquakes happen. Also where they are most likely to happen. Last, California and Alaska are the states most prone to earthquakes.
Sincerely,

Annie Brunson

USGS lead scientist earthquakes

